193.   TELEGRAM TO RAJENDRA PRASAD

[BOMBAY,]
April 8, 1919

TO

RAJENDRABABU
PATNA

REACHING    DELHI    TOMORROW.    SHALL    WIRE   FURTHER   PRO-
GRAMME   THENCE.

From a photostat: S.N. 6501

194.   LETTER TO F. C. GRIFFITH

BOMBAY,
April 8, 1919

DEAR MR. GRIFFITH,

I have now before me statements from the principal men who
took part in the impromptu procession* I enclose herewith a
copy of their statement1. You will observe from it:

(1)  That they emphatically deny the truth of the allegation re-
garding the holding up of tram-cars*

(2)  That they deny that the crowd either declined to disperse or
threatened to march past Mr* Harker.   On the contrary,
they implicitly and promptly obeyed his directions.

(3)  That they assert that the recruits with their bamboo-sticks

and armed police fell upon the crowd without any cause
being given therefor and that they desisted only upon be-
ing restrained by Mr* Harker,

Of the men who were injured during the charge alleged above,
I have seen two who have {fur-sized bruises on their heads. One
of them I saw on Sunday in his own house and the other was pro-
duced before me yesterday morning at my residence* If the crowd,
as you seem to think, was composed mainly of badma$hes\ it does
seem remarkable that they should have dispersed without any
retaliation whatsoever and, if it was composed of respectable

1 Not included here
2 Bad characters